


Arminian Magazine, 
For SEPTEMBER 1790. 
| ' 
PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED, 


[By joun Wester, M.A.] 


[Continued from page 373-] 


XLVI. Bz you cannot do this: for therf’you fhould 


“be called a Pelagian, an Arminian, and 
* what not?” And are you afraid of hard names? Then 
you have not begun to be a difciple of Jefus Chrift. ‘* No, 
“ that is not the cafe. But you are afraid, if you do not 
“ hold ele€&tion, you muft hold free-will, and fo rob GOD 
“ of his glory in man’s falvation.” 

I anfwet, 1. Many of the greateft maintainers of ele€tion 
utterly deny the confequence, and do not allow, that even 
natural free-will in man, is repugnant to GOD’s glory. 
Thefe accordingly affert, that every man living has a mea- 
fure of natural free-will, So the afembly of divines (and 
therein the body of Calvznz/ls both in England and Scotland) 
* GOD hath endued the will of man with that natural /t- 
" derty, that is neither forced, nor, by an abfolute neceflity 
"of nature, determined to do good or evil:” Chap. ix. 
And this they affert of man in his fallen ftate, even before 
he receives the grace oi GOD. 

But I do not carry free-will fo far (I mean not in moral 
things) ; natural freewill, in the prefent ftate of mankind, I 
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do not underftand ; I only affert, that there is a meafure of 
free-will /upernaturally reflored to every man, together with 
that /apernatural light, which enleghtens every man that cometh 
into the world. But indeed, whether this be natural or no, 
as to your objection it matters not. For that equally lies 
againft both, againft any free-wi!l of any kind : your afleriion 
being thus, “ If man has any free-will, GOD cannot have 
“ the whole glory of his falvation.” Or, “ It is not fo much 
‘* for the glory of GOD, to fave man asa free agent, put 
** into a capacity of concurring with his grace on the oné 
hand, and of refifling it on the other; as to fave him ia 
‘the way of a neceflary agent, by a power which he can. 
“not poffibly refift.” 
MLVII. With regard to the former of thefe affertions, 
** If man has any free-will, then GOD cannot have the whole 
*“* glory of his falvation,” is your meaning this: “ If any 
** man has ary power to work out his own falvation, then 
** GOD cannot have the wholy glory?” If it be, I muft ak 
again, what do you mean by GOD's having ‘ the whole 
** glory ?” Do you mean, * his doing the whole work, with- 
** gut any concurrence on man’s part?” If fo, your affertion 
is, “ If man do at all work together with GOD, in working 
“ out his own falvation, then GOD does not do the whole 
“ work, without mari’s werking together with him.” Mot 
true ; moft fure: but cannot you fee, how GOD neverthe- 
lefs may have all the glory? Why the very power to wort 
together with him, was from GOD. Therefore to him is 
all the glory. Has not even experience taught you this? 
Have you not often felt, in a particular temptation, power 
either to refilt or yield to the graceof GOD? And when 
you have yielded to work together with him, did you not find 
it very pollible notwithftanding, to give him all the glory? 
So that both experience and f{cripture are againft you here; 
and make it clear to every impartial enquirer, that though 
man have freedom to work or not work together with GOD, 
yet may GOD have the whole glory of his falvation. 
XLVIII. If then you fay, “* We afcribe to GOD alone, 
* the whole glory of our falvation,” I anfwer, fo do we 
. too. 
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voo.. If you add, * Nay, but we affirm, that GOD alone 
does the whole work, without man’s working at all;” in 
one fenfe, we allow this alfo. We allow, it is the work of 
GOD alone, to juflify to fanétify, and to glorify, which 
three comprehend the whole of falvation. Yet we cannot 
‘allow, that man can only refift, and not in any wife work to- 
gether with GOD: or, that GOD is fo the whole worker 
of our falvation, as to exclude man’s working at all. This 
I dare not fay; for I cannot prove it by fcripture: nay, it 
is flatly contrary thereto: for the f{cripture is expres, that 
{having receiv ed power from GOD) we are to work out cur 
own falvation : and that (after the work of GOD is begun in 
our fouls) we are workers together with him. 

* XLLX. Your objeétion propofed in another form, is 
this: ‘‘ Itis not fo much for the glory of GOD, to fave man 
*‘ as a free agent, put into a capacity of either concurring 
“ with, or refifting his grace: as to fave him in the way of 
“a neceflary agent, by a power which he cannot poflibly 
“ « refi ty 

O that the Lord would anfwer for himfelf! that he would 
arife and maintain his own caufe! that he would no longer 
fuffer his fervants, few as they are, to weaken one another’s 
hands, and to be wearied not only with the contradiction of 
finners, but even of thofe whe are in a-meafure faved from 
fin! Wows me, that I am conftrained to dwell with Mefheh ! 
among tiem that are enemres to peace! I labour for peace : but 

when I Speak thereof, they {till make themfclves ready for bat- 
tle. 

L. If it muft be then, let us look one another in the face. 
How is it more for the glory of GOD, to fave man irre- 
fiflibly, than to fave him as a free agent, by fuch grace as 
he may either concur with or refift? 1 fear you have a con- 
fufed, unfcriptural notion of “ the glory of GOD.” What 
do you mean by that expreffion? The glory of GOD, 
ftri€tly {fpeaking, is his glorious effence and his attributes, 
which have been ever of old. And this glory admits of no 
increafe, being the fame yefterday, to- day, and for ever. 
But the f{cripture frequently {peaks of the glory of GOD, 
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in a fenfe forrething different from this ; meaning thereby, 
the manifeftation of his effential glory, of his eterna! power 
and Godhead, and of his glorious attributes, more ¢!pecially 


his juftice, mercy, and'truth. And 1: is in this fenfe lone, 
that the glory ot GOD is faid to be advanced by man. Now 
then this is the point which it hes on you to prove,“ that 


“it does more eminently manifeft the glorious attributes of 
* GOD, more cfpecially his juftice, mercy, and truth, to 
* fave man irrefifibly, tham to fave him by fuch grace as it 
“is in his power either to concur with, or to refift.” 

LI. But you muft not imagine, I will be fo unwife, a 
to engage you here on this fingle point. 1 fhall not now 
difpute (which yet might be done) whether falvation by an 
irrefiftible grace (which indeed makes man a mere machine, 
and confequently no more rewardable than punifhable) whe. 
ther I fay, falvation by irrefiftible grace, confidered apan 
from its confequences, manifeft the glory of GOD more or 
lefs, than falvation by grace; which may be refifted. Not 
fo; (but by the affiftance of GOD) I thall take your whole 
fcheme together; irrefiftible grace for the eleét, implyin 
the denial of faving grace to all others: or socetiacael 
ele€tion, with its infeparable companion, unconditional re- 
probation. 3 

The cafe is clearly this. You may drive me, on the one 
hand, unlefs I will contradi€& myfelf, or retraét my princi- 
ples, to own a meafure of free-will in every man (though 
not by nature, as the aflembly of divines). And on the 
other hand, I can drive you, and every aflertor of uncon- 
ditional eleGtion, unlefs you will contradiét yourfelf, or re- 
trat your principles, to own unconditional reprobation. 

Stand forth then, free-will on the one fide, and reproba- 
tion onthe other. And let us fee, whether the.one fcheme, 
attended with the abfurdity (as you think it) of free-will ; 
or the other fcheme, attended with the abfurdity of repro- 
bation, be the more defenfible. Let us fee (if it pleafe the 
Father of Lights to: open the eyes of our underftanding) 
which of thefe is mof to the glory of GOD, for the dif, 
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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED. 421 


play of his glorious attributes, for the manifeftation of his 
wifdom, juftice, and mercy to the fons ef men. 

LI. Firft, his wifdom. 1f mag be in fome meafure free, 
if by that light which /ighteth euary man that cometh inte the 
world, there be /et before him hfe and d-ath, good and ewl; 
then how glorioufly does the manifald wifdom of GOD ap- 

r in the whole economy of man’s falyation ? Being wil- 
ling that all men fhould be faved, yet not willing to force 
them thereto; willing that men thould be faved, yet not as 
trees or flonés, but as men, as reafonable creatures, endued 
with underffanding to difcern what is good, and liberty ¢i- 
ther to accept or refufe it: how does he fuit the whole 
fcheme of his difpenfations to this his wgetees, his plan, the 
coun/>! of his will? His fir Mlep is, to enlighten the under- 
fianding, by that general knowledge of good andcvil. To 
this he adds many fecret reproofs, if they a contrary to 
this light: many uwWard convictions, which there is not a 
snan on earth who has met often fels. At other times he 
gently moves ther wills, he draws and woos them, as it 
were, to walk in the light. He infhls into their hearts 
good defires, though perbaps they know not from whence 
they come. .Thus far he proceeds with all the cluldren of 
men; yea, @ven with thofe who have not the knowledge of 
his written Word. But in @hins, what a Geld of wifdom is 


difplayed, fuppofe man be in fome degree a free agent? 


How is every part of it futted to this end? To fave man, 
asman; to fet life and d@ath before him, and then per- 
fuade, not force, him to choofe hfe! According to. thie 
grand purpofe of GOD, a perfe*t rule is firft fet before him, 
to ferve as a lantern to his fect, and a light in all his paths. 
This is offered to him in the form of a law, enforced with 
the ftrongef: danctions, the moft glorious rewards for them 
that obey, the feverefl penalties on them that break it. To 
reclaim thefe, GOD ufes al! manner of wavs; he tries eve. 
fy avenue of their fouls. He applies fometimes to their 
underflandings, fhewing them the folly of their fins: fome. 
times to their affeflions, tenderly expoftulating with them 
bor their ingratitude, and even condefeen ling to alk, What 
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423 
sould I have done for you (confiftent with my eternal pur. 
pofe, not to force you) which I have not done? He inter. 
mixes fometimes threats, Except ye repent, ye fhall all like, 
wife perifh: {fometimes promifes, Your fins and your ini. 
quitics will I remember no more. Now what wifdom is {een 
in all this, if man may indeed choofe life or death? But 
if every man be unalterably confined to heaven or hell, be. 
_ fore he comes from his mother’s womb, where is the wif. 
dom of this: of dealing with him in every refpett as if he 
were free, when it is no fuch thing? What avails, what 
¢an this whole difpenfation of GOD avail a reprobate? 
What are promifes or threats, expoftulations or reproofs 
to thee, thou firebrand of hell? What indeed (O my bre. 
thren ; fuffer me'to fpeak, for J am full of matter) but emp. 
ty force; but mere grimace, founding words, that mean juf 
nothing ? O where (to wave all other confiderations now) 
is the wifdom of this proceeding? To what end does all 
this apparatus ferve? If you fay, to infure his damnation; 
alas, what needeth that? feeing this was infured before the 
foundation of the world. Let all mankind then judge, 
which of thefe accounts is more for the glory of GOD’ 
wifdom { 

LILI, We come next 'to his juftice. Now if man be 
capable of choofing good or ‘evil, then he is a proper ob. 
je& of the juftice of GOD, acquitting or condemning, re. 
warding or punifhing. But otherwife he is not. <A mere 
machine is not capable of being either acquitted or con- 
demned. Juflice-cannot punifh a flone for falling to the 
ground ; nor, on your f{cheme, aman or falling into fin, 
For he can no more help it than a ftone, if he be, in your 
fenfe, fore-ordained to this condemnation. ‘Why does. thie 
man-fin? “ He cannot ceafe from fin.” Why cone he 
ceafe from fin? “ Becaufe he has no faving grace.” Why 
has he no faving grace? “ Becaufe GOD of his own good 
** pleafure, hath eternally decreed not to give it him.” Is 
he then under an unavoidable neceffity of finning ? ‘“ Yes: 
* as much as a ftone is of falling. He never had any more 


* power to ceafe'from evil, than a flone has to hang in the 
+. -— 
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« gir” And fhall this man, for not doing what he never 
could do, and for doing’ what he never could avoid, be fen- 
tenced to depart into everlafting fire, prepared for the devik 
and his angels ? “ Yes, becaufe it is the fovereign will of 
« GOD.”—Then “you have either tound a new god, or 
“ made one!” This is not the God ofthe chriftians. Our 
GOD is juft in all his ways: he reapeth not where he hath 
not ftrewed. He requireth only according to what he hath 
given; and where he hath given little, little is required, 
The glory of his jultice is this, to reward every man accord- 
tng to his works. Hereby is that §lorious attribute fhewn, 
evidently fet forth before men and angels, in that every man 
is accepted or rejeGted according to that he hath, and not ac- 
cording to that he hath not, This is that juft decree which 
cannot pafs, either in time or in eternity. 

Thus one fcheme gives the juflice of GOD its full feope, 
leaves room for it to be largely difplayed in all its branches : 
whereas the other makes it a mere fhadow, yea, brings it 
‘abfolutely to nothing. 

LIV. Juft as glorioufly does it difplay his love! fuppo- 
fing it to be fixt on one inten of his creatures ; (might 1 not , 
rather fay, on one in an hundred ?) and to have no regard 
to the reff, Let the ninety and nine reprobates perifh with- 
out mercy. It isenough for him, to love and fave the one 
ele€&t. But why will he have mercy on thefe alone, and leave 
all thofe to inevitable deftru€tion ? “ He will—becaufe he 
will!” O that GOD would give unto yeu who thus fpeak, 
meeknefs of wifdom! then would I afk, What would the 
univerfal voice of mankind pronounce of the man that fhould 
act thus? That being able to detiver millions of men from 
death, with a fingle breath of his mouth, fhould refufe tg 
fave any more than one inan hundred, and fay, * I will not, 
becaule I will not ?” How then do you exalt the mercy of 
GOD, when you afcribe fuch a proceeding to him? What 
a firange comment is this on his own word, ‘hat dis mercy 
1s over all his works ? 

Do you think to evade this by faying, “ his mercy is more 
“ difplayed ip irrefiftibly faving the ele¢t, than it would be in 
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“ giving the choice of falvation to all men, and a€tual falyg: 


** tion to thofe that accepted it ?” How fo? Make this ap. 


pear, if you can. What proof do you bring of this affenii; 
on? I appeal to every impartial mind, whether the reverfe 
be not obvioufly true ? Whether the mercy of GOD would 
not be far lefs glorioufly difplayed, in faving a few by his 
irrefiftible power, and leaving all the reft without help, with: 
out hope; to perifh everlaftingly, than in offering falvation 
to every creature, a€tually faving all that confent thereto, 
and in doing for the reft, all that infinite wifdom, almighty 
power, and boundlefs l8ve can do, without forcing them to 
be faved, which would be to deftroy the very nature he had 
given them? I appeal, I fay, to every impartial mind, and 
to your own, if not quite blinded with prejudice, which of 
thefe accounts places the mercy of GOD in the moft advan. 
tageous light ? 

LV. Perhaps you will fay, “ But there are other attri: 
* butes of GOD; namely, his fovereignty, unchangeable 
“ nefs, and faithfulnefs. I hope you do not deny thefe.” 
I anfwer,.no; by no means. The fovereignty of GOD 
appears, 1. In fixing from eternity that decree touching the 
fons of men, He that believeth fhall be faved: he that belv- 
eth not fhall be damned: 2. In all the general circumftances 
of creation; in the time, the place, the manner of creating 
all things ; in appointing the number and kinds of creatures, 
vifible and invifible: 3. In allotting the natural endowments 
of men, thefe to one, and thofe to another: 4. In difpo- 
fing the time, place, and other outward circumftances (a8 
parents, relations) attending the birth of every one: 5. In 
difpenfing the various gifts of his Spirit, for the edification 
of his church: 6. Jn ordering all temporal things (as health, 
fortune, friends;‘ every thing fhort of eterfity. But in 
difpofing the eternal ftates of men, it is clear, that not fo- 
vereignty alone, but juftice, megcy, and truth hold the reins. 
The governor of heaven and earth, the I am over all, GOD, 
bleffed for ever, takes no ftep here but as thefe direét, and 
prepare the way before his face. This is his eternal and ir- 
refiftible will, as he hath revealed it unto us by his Spirit : 
declaring 
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declaring in the ft: ongeft terms, adding his oath to his word, 
dnd becaufe he could {wear by no greater, {wearing by him- 
felf, As I hve, faith the Lord GOD, I have no pleafure in 
the death of him that dieth. The death of him that dieth can 
never be refolved into my pleafure or fovereign will. No! 
it is impoffible. We challenge all mankind, to bring one 
clear, {criptural proof to the contrary. You can bring no 
{cripture-proof that GOD ever did, or affertion that he 
ever will, aft as mere Sovereign, in eternally condemning 
any foul that ever was, or will be born into the world. 


{ Continued at page 469:] 
Se 


SERMON XXII. 


— 


x “On Joun i. 47. 


Behold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile. 


t. QYOME years ago a very ingenious man, profeffor 
Hutchefon of Glafgow, publifhed two treatifes, on 

the original of our ideas of beauty and virtue. In the latter 
of thefe he maintains, That the very eflence of virtue is, 
the love of our fellow creatures. He endeavours to prove, 
that virtue and benevolence aré one and the fame thing : 
that every temper is only fo far virtuous, as it partakes of 
the nature of benevolence: and that all our words and af&ti- 
ons are then only virtuous, when they fpring from the fame 
principle. ‘ But does he not fuppofe gratitude or the love 
of GOD to be the foundation of this benevolence ?” By no 
means: fuch a fuppofition as this never entered into his mind. 
Nay he fuppofes juft the eentrary.: he does not make the 
leaft feruple to aver, That if any temper or aétion be pro- 
duced by any regard to COD, or any view to a reward 
from him, it is not virtuous at all: and that if an a&ion 
VoL, 3H {pring 
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{pring partly from benevolence, and partly froma view tg 
GOD, [the more there is in it of a view to God,] the lefs 
’ there is of virtue. 

2. I cannot fee this beautiful eflay of Mr. Hutche/on in 
any other light, than as a decent, and therefore more 
dangerous attack upon the whole of the Chriftian Revelati. 
on: feeing this afferts the love of GOD to be the true foun. 
dation, both of the love of our neighbour and all other virtues: 


and accordingly places this as the jirft and great commands 


ment, on which all the reft depend, Thou /halt love the Lord 
thy GOD with all thy hea?t, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy foul, and with all thy flrengih. So that according to 
the Bible, benevolence, or the love of our neighbour, is on- 
ly thefecond commandment. And fuppofe the {cripture be 
of GOD, it is fo far from being true, that benevolence 
alone is both the foundation and effence of all virtue, that 
benevolence iifelf is no virtue at all, unlefs it {pring from 
ihe love of GOD. 
" g. Yet it cannot be denied, that this writer himfelf has 
a marginal.note in favour of Chriflianity. “ Who would 
not wilh, fays he, that the Chriflian Revelation could be 
proved to be of GOD? Seeing it is unqueftionably the 
moft benevolent inflitution that ever appeared in the world.” 
# ur is not this, if it be confidered thoroughly, another blow 
at the root of that Revelation ? Is it more or lefs than to 
fay, “ 1 wifh it could; but in truth it cannot be proved ?” 
4. Another ingenious writer advances an hypotheks total- 
ly different from this. Mr. Wollaflon, in the book which 
he entitles “ The Religion of Nature delineated,” endea- 
vours to prove, that “ Truth is the effence of virtue,” or cons 
formablenefs to truth, But it feems Mr. Wollaflon goes 
farther from the Bible, than Mr. Hutche/on himfelf. For 
Mr. Hutche/on’s {cheme fets afide only one of the two great 
commandments, namely, Thou fhalt love the Lord thy GOD: 
whereas Mr. Wollafton {ets afide.- both: for his hypothefis 
does not place the effence of virtue, in either the love of 


GOD or of our neighbour. | 


§. How- 
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5. However both thefe authors agree, though in differ- 
ent ways, to put afunder what GOD has joined. But St. 
Paul unites them together in teaching us to /peak the truth 
in love. And undoubtedly both truth and love were united 
in him, to whom he who knows the hearts of all men, gives 
this amiable chara€ter, Behold an I/raelite indeed, 2n whom 
is no guile. 

6. But who is it concerning whom our bleffed Lord gives 

Pinis glorious teftimony? Who i is this Nathanz/, of whom fo 
remarkable an account is given, in the latter part of the 
chapter before us ? Is it not flrange, that he is not mention- 
ed again in any part of the New Teftament ? He is not men- 
tioned again under this name: but probably he had another, 
whereby higwas more commonly called. It was gentrally 
believed by the ancients, that he is the fame perfon who + 
elfewHere termed Bartholomew, one of our Lord’s apoftles, 
and one that in the enumeration of them, both by St. Maf- 
thew and St. Mark, is placed immediately after St. Phzitp, 
who firft brought him to his mafter. It 1s very probable, 
that his proper name was Nathaniel, a name common among 
the Jews: and that his other name, Bartholomew, meaning 
only the fon of Prolemy, was derived from his father, a 
cuftom which was then exceeding common among the Jews, 
as wel! as the Heathens. 

7. By what little is faid of him in the context, he appears 
to have been a man of an excellent {pirit: not hafty of be- 
lief, and yet open to conviétion, and willing to receive the 
truth, from whencefoever it came. So we read (ver. 45, &c.) 
Philip findeth Nathaniel, (probably by what we term acci- 
dent) and faith unto him, We have found him of whom Mo- 
J's in the law, and the prophets, did write, Fe/us of Naza- 
reth. Nathaniel faid unto him, Can any good thing cone 
out of Nazareth? Has Mofes {poke, or did the prophets 
write, of any prophet to come from thence ? Philip furth 
unto him, Come and fee, and thou wilt foon be able to judge 
for thyfelf. Nathaniel took his advice, without flaying | to 
confer with fleth and blood, Fe/us jew Nathaniel coming 
to him, and farth of him, Behold an Iraelite indeed, in x lel 
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zs no guile! Nathamel faith unto him, doubtlefs with fur. 
prize enough, Whence knoweft thou me? Fefus anfwered and 
faid unto him, Before Philip called thee, when thou waft under 
the fig-tree, I faw thee. Nathantel anfwered and faith unto 
him, (fo foon was all prejudice gone!) Rabbi, thou art the c 
Son of GOD! Thou art the King of Ifrael! t 


But what is implied in our Lord’s charaéter of him? Is i 
whom is no guile? It may include all that is contained in 
that advice, ’ 

‘ 
* Still let thy heart be true to GOD! 

Thy words to it, thy a€tions to them both!” 
td ; 
i _ 1. We may, firft, obferve, what is imp lig in having 1 
a st ur hearts true to GOD? Does this imply any lefs than is . 


included in that gracious command, My /on, give me thy 
heart? Then only is our heart ¢rue to GOD, when we give | 
it tohim. We give him our heart in the loweft degree, | 
when we fed our happirefs in him: when we do not feek 
it in gratifying the defire of the flefh, in any of the pleafures 
of fenfe: nor in gratifying the defire of the eye, in any of the 
pleafures of the imagination, arifing from grand, or new, 
or beautiful objeéts, whether of naturegor art: Neither in 
the pride cf life, 1m the honour that con of men, in being 
beloved, efteemed and applauded by them: no, nor yet in 
what fome term with equal impudence and ignorance, ‘the 
main chance, the laying up treafures on earth. When we 
feek happinefs in none of thefe, but in GOD alone, then 
we in fome fenfe give him our heart. 

2. But in a more proper fenfe we give GOD our heart, 
when we not “7 feek, but find happinefs in him. This 
happinefs undcubtedly begins, when we begin to know him 
by the teaching of his own Spirit: when it pleafes the Fa- 

¥* ther to reveal his Son in our heart, fo that we can humbly 
fay, “ My*Lord and my GOD.” And when the Son is 
pleafed to reveal his Father in us by the Sprrtt of adoption, 
crying in our hearts, Aiba Father, avd bearing his teflimo- 
wy wilh eur [pirits that we are the children of COD: then 
ay 
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. 
it is that the love of GOD alfo ts fhed abroad in our hearts. 
And according to the degree of our love, is the degree of 
our happineis. 

g. But it has been queftioned, whether it is the defign 
of GOD, that the happinefs which is at firft enjoyed by all 
that know and love him, fhou!d continue any longer than, as 
it were, the day of their efpoufals? In very many, we 
muft allow, it does not: but in a few months, perhaps 
weeks or even days, the joy and peace either vanifhes at 
once, or gradually decays. Now if GOD is willing that their 
happinefs thould continue, how is this to be accounted for? 

4. I believe, very eafily. “St. Zude’s exhortation, Keep 
yourfelves in the love of GOD, certainly implies, that fome- 
thing is to be done on our part, in order to its continuance. 
And is not this agreeable to that general declaration of our 
Lord concérning this and every gilt of GOD, Unio him 
that hath, fhall be given, and he fhall' have more abundantly : 
but from him that ath not, that is, ufes it not, improves 
it not, fhall be taken away even that which he hath? Luke 
vill, 18. Matt. xi. 12. - ; 

5- Indeed, part of the verfe in St. Lude, is tranflated in 
our verfion, that which he feemeth to have. But it is dif- 
ficult to make fenf@of this.. For if he only /emeth to have 
this, or any as of GOD, he really hath it not. 
And if fo, it cand@t be taken away: for no man can lofe 
what he never had. It is plain therefore ¢ doxsi ixur, ought 
to be rendered what he affuredly hath. And it may be ob- 
ferved, that the word Jexi# in various places of the New 
Teftament, does not leffen, but ftrengthen the fenfe of the 
word joined with it. Accordingly, whoever improves the 
grace he has already received, whoever increafes in the love 
of GOD, wall furely retain it. GOD will continue, yea, 
will give it more abundantly: whereas, whoever does not 
unprove this talent, cannot poffibly retain it. Notwithftand- 
ing all he can do, it will infallibly be taken away from him, 

fl. 1. Mean time as the heart of him that is an J/raelite 
indeed is true to GOD, fo his words are fuitable thereto. 
As there is no guile lodged in his heart, fo there is none 
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found in his lps. The firft thing implied herein is veracity, 
the {peaking the truth from his heart: the putting away all 
wilful lying, in every kind and degree. A lie, accordin 

to the well-known definition of it is, Fa//um teflimoniun 
cum intentione fallendi: a talfehood known to be fuch by 
the fpeaker, and uttered with an intention to deceive. But 
even the {peaking a falfehood is not a lie, if it be not fpo. 
ken with an intent to deceive, 

2. Moft cafuifts, particularly thofe of the church of 
Rome, diftinguifh lies into three forts: the firft fort is ma. 
licious lies; the fecond, hagmlefs lies; the third, officious 
lies. Concerning which they pafs a very different judg. 
ment. IJ know not any that are fo hardy as even to ex. 
cufé, much lefs defend, ma/icious lies: that is, fuch as are 
told with a defign to hurt any one: thefe are condemned 

- by all parties, Men are more divided in their judgmept, 
with regard to harmlefs lies, fuch as are fuppofed to do nei. 
ther good nor harm, The generality of men, even in the 
chriftian world, utter them without any f{cruple, and open- 

maintain, that if they & no harm to any one elfe, they 
do none to the fpezker. But they have certainly no place 
in the mouth of him that is an J/ragléte indeed. He can- 
not tell lies in jeft, any more than ingrneft; nothing but 
truth is heard from his mouth. He embers the exprefs 
command of GOD to the Ephefan chrMiar’s, putting away 
all lying, /peak every man truth to his neighbour, Eph. iv. 25. 

g. Concerning officrous lies, thofe that are fpoken with 
a defign to do good, there have been numerous controver- 
fics in the chriflian church. Abundance of writers, and 
thofe men of renown for piety as well as learning, have 
publifhed whole volumes upon the fubje&, and in defpite 
of ail oppofers, not only maintained them to be innocent, 
but commended them as meritorious. But what faith the 
fcripture ? One paflage is fo exprefs, that there does not 
need any other. It occurs in the third’chapter of the epif- 
tle to the Romans, where the very words of the apoflle are 
(ver. 7, 8.) If the truth of GOD hath more abounded through 
wy lie unto his glory, why am I yel judged as a — 

(Wil 
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(Will not that lie be excufed from blame, for the good ef. 
feét of it?) And not rather, as we are flanderoufly reported, 
and as fome affirm that we Ja), let us do evil that good may 
come? Whofe damnation is juft. Here the apoftle plainly 
declares, 1. That the good effe&t of a lie, is no excufe for 
it. 2. That it isa mere flander upon chriflians to fay, 
“they teach men to do evil that good may come.” 3. 
That if any in faét do this, either teach men to do evil that 
good may come, or do fo themfelves, their damnation is 
jul. This is peculiarly applicable to thofe who tell lies, 
in order to do good thereby. _It follows, that officious lies, 
as well as all others, are an abomination to the GOD of 
truth. Therefore there is no abfurdity, however ftrange 
it may found, in that faying of the ancient father, “1 
would not tell a wilful lie, to fave the fouls of the whole 
world.” 

4- The fecond thing which is implied in the charafter of 
an Ifraelite indeed, is fincerity. As veracity is oppofite to 
lying, fo fincerity is to cunning. But it is not oppofite to 
wifdom or difcretion, which are well confiftent with it. 
“ But what is the difference between wifdom and cunning? 
Are they not almoit, if not quite the fame thing?” By no 
means. The difference between them is exceeding great. 
Wifdom is the faculty of difcerning the beft ends, and the 
eafieft means of attaining them. The end of every rati- 
onal creature is GOD; the enjoying him in time and in 
eternity. The beft, indeed the only means of attaining this 
end, is, The fusth that worketh by love. True prudence in the 
general fenfe of the word, is the fame thing with wifdom, 
Difcretion is but another name for prudence: if it be not 
rather a part of it: as it fometimes is referred to our out« 
ward behaviour, and means, the ordering our words and 
actions right On the contrary, cunning (fo it is ufually 
termed among common men, but policy among the great) 
isin plain terms, neither better nor worfe than’ art of 
deceiving. If therefore it be any wifdom at all, it is ¢he 
wifdom from beneath: {pringing from the bottomlefs pit, 
and leading down to the place from whence it came, 

6 The 
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5- The two great means which cunning ufes in order tg 
deceive, are fimulation and dtfimylation. Simulation is, thé 
feeming to be what we are not; diffimulation, the feeming 
not to be what we are : according to the old verfe, Quod 
non eft, fimulo; diffimulogue quod ef. Both the one and 
the other we commonly term, The hanging out of falfe co. 
lours. Innumerable are the fhapes that fimulation puts on, 
in order to deceive. And almoft as many are ufed by diffi. 
mulation for the fame purpofe. But the man of fincerity 
fhuns them, and always appears exatly what he is. 

6. “ But fuppofe we are engaged with artful men, may 
we not ufe filence or referve, efpecially if they afk infidi- 
ous queftions, without falling under the imputation of cun- 
ning ?” Undoubtedly we may ; nay, we ought on many oc- 
cafions, either wholly to keep filence, or to fpeak with 
more or lefs referve as circumflances may require. To fay 
nothing at all, is in many cafes confiftent with the higheft 
fincerity. And fo it is, to {peak with referve, to fay only 
apart, perhaps a {mall part of what we know. But were 
we to pretend it to be the whole, this would be contrary to 
fincerity. 

7. A more difficult queftion than this is, May we not 
fpeak the truth in order to deceive? Like him of old, who 
broke out into that exclamauon, applauding his own inge- 
nuity, “ Hoe ego mtht puto palmarium, ut vera dicendo evs 
ambos fallam.” ‘ This 1 take to be my matfter-piece, to 
deceive them both by fpeaking the truth.” J anfwer, A 
Heathen might pique himfelf upon this; but a Chriflian 
could not. For although this is not contrary to veracity, 
yet it certainly is to fincerity. It is therefore the mofl ex- 
cellent way, if we judge it proper to fpeak at all, to put 
away both fimulation and diffimulation, and to {peak the 
naked truth from our heart. 4 

8. Perhaps this is properly termed fmplutty. It goes a 
little farther than fincerity itfelf. It implies not only, Firf, 
The {peaking no known falfehood, and Secondly, The not 
defignedly deceiving any one; but Thirdly, The fpeaking 
plainly and artlefsly to every one, when we {peak at ph 

the 
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the {peaking as little children, in a child-like, though not 
in a childifh manner. Does not this utterly exclude the ufing 
any compliments ? A vile word, the very found of whichl 
abhor: quite agreeing with our poet, 


“ It never was good day, 
Since lowly fawning was called compliment.” 


I advife men of fincerity and fimplicity never to take that 
filly word in their mouth ; but labour to keep at the utmoft 
diftance, both from the name and the thing. 

g. Not long before that remiarkable time, 


““ When ftatefmen fent a prelate crofs the feas 
By long-fam’d aéts and penalties,” 


feveral bifhops attacked bifhop Avterbury at once, then 
bithop of Rochefler, and afked, “* My Lord, why will you 
not fuffer your fervants to deny you, when you do not care 

to fee company ? It is not a lie for them to fay, Your lord- 
thip is not at home. For it deceives no one. Every one 


knows it means only, Your lordfhip is bufy.” He replied, 
“ My lords, if it is (which I doubt) confiftent with finceri- 
ty, yet I am fure it is not confiftent with that fincerity which 
becomes a chriftian bifhop.” 

But to return. The fincerity and fimplicity of him 
in whom is no guile, has likewife an influence on his whole 
behaviour ; it gives a colour to his whole outward conver- 
fation: which though it be far remote from every thing of 
clownifhnefs and ill-breeding, or rouglnefs and furlinefs, 
yet is plain and artlefs, and free from all difguife, being the 
very pitture of his heart. The truth and love which con- 
inually reign there, produce an open front, and a ferene 
countenance: fuch as leave no pretence for any one to fay, 
with that arrogant king of Ca/file, “* When GOD made man, 
he left one capital defe&t: he ought to have fet a window 
in - breaft :” for he opens a window in his own breaft, by 
the whole tenor of his words and actions. 

This then is real, genuine, folid virtue. Not truth 

nor conformity to truth: this is a properly of real 


II, 3 I virtue ; 
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virtue; not the efence of it. Not love alone: though this 
comes nearer the mark ; for eve in one fenfe zs the fulfilling 
of the aw. No: truth and love united together are the 
effence of virtue or holinefs. GOD indifpenfably requires 
truth in the tnward parts, influencing all our words and aii. 
ons. Yet truth itfelf, feparate from love, is nothing in 
his fight. But let the humble, gentle, patient love of all 
mankind, be fixt on its right foundation, namely, the love 
of GOD fpringing from faith, from a full conviétion that 
GOD hath given his only Son to die for my fins: and then 
the whole will refolve into that grand conclufion, worthy of 
all men to be received: Neither circumcifion avarleth any thing, 
nor uncircumcifion, but faith that worketh by love. 





— ri 
An EXTRACT 
Of the Reva. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Jouanat, 
From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November 1ft, 1739. 
[Continued from page 391.] 


tn feripture which came in turn at Newgate to-day, 
was the viith of St. Zohn. The words which I chiel- 
ly infifted on as applicable to every minifter of Chrift, who 
in any wife follows the fteps of his mafter, were thefe, The 
world cannot hate you; but me wt hateth, becaufe I teftify of 
at, that its deeds are evil. There was a murmuring therefore 
concerning him among the multitude ; for fome fad, he ws a 
good man: Others faid nay, but he deceiveth the people. Al- 
ter fermon I was informed the fheriffs had ordered, “ I 
fhould preach here for the future, but once a week.” Yea, 
and this is once too often, if he deceiveth the people: But if 
otherwife, why not once a day ? 

Saturday 19. At Weaver’s-Hall, a woman firft, and then 
a boy (about fourteen ycars of age) was overwhelmed with 
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fn and forrow and fear. But we cried to GOD, and their 
fouls were: delivered. 

Sunday 20. Seeing many of the rich at Chfton church, my 
heart was much pained for them, and I was earneftly de- 
frous that fome even of them might enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. But full as I was, I knew not where to begin, 
in warning them to flee from the wrath to come, till my 
Teftament opened on thefe words, J came not to call the 
righteous, but finners to repentance: In applying which, 
my foul was fo enlarged, that methought I could have cried 
out, (in another fenfe than poor, vain Archimedes) “ Give 
me where to ftand, and I will fhake the earth.”” GOD’s 
fending forth lightning with the rain, did not hinder about 
fifteen hundred, from ftaying at Rofe-Green. Our {cripture 
was, Jt is the glorious GOD that maketh the thunder. The 
vowce of the Lord is mighty in operation, the voice of the Lord 
is a glorious voice. In the evening he {poke to three whofe 
fouls were all ftorm and tempefl, and immediately there 


. Was a great calm. 


During this whole time, I was almoft continually afked, 
either by thofe who purpofely came to Briflo/, to enquire 
concerning this*ilrange work, or by my old or new corre- 
fpondents, How can thefe things be? And innumerable cau- 
tions were given me (generally grounded on grofs mifrepre- 
fentations of things) ‘“* Not to regard vifions or dreams; or 
to fancy people had remiffion of fins, becoufe of their cries 
or tears, or bare outward profeffions.”” ‘To one who had 
many times wrote to me on this head, the fum of my an- 
{wer was as follows : 

“ The queftion between us turns chiefly, if not wholly 
on matter of fa&t. You deny, That GOD does xow work 
thefe effects: At leaft, that he works them in ¢/:s manner. 
I affirm both ; becaufe I have heard thefe things with my 
own ears, and feen them with my eyes. I have feen (as 
far as a thing of this kind can be feen) very many perfons 
changed in a moment, from the fpirit of fear, horror, def- 
pair, to the fpirit of love, joy and peace; and from finful 
defire till then reigning over them, to a pure defire of doing 
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the willof GOD. Thefe are matters of fa&t, whereof I have 
been, and almoft daily am, an eye or ear witnefs. What 
I have to fay, totching vifions or dreams is this: I know 
feveral perfons in whom this great change was wrought, in 
a dream or during a flrong reprefentation to the eye of their 
mind, of Chrift either on the crofs or in glory. This is the 
faft ; Ict any judge of it as they pleafe. And that fucha 
change was ¢hen wrought, appears (mot from their thedding 
tears only, or falling into fits, or crying out: Thefe are not 
the fruits, as you feem to fuppofe, whereby I judge) but 
from the whole tenor of their life, t2// then many ways wick. 
ed; from that time, holy, juft and good. 
1 will thew you him that was a lion ¢2// then, and is now 
a lamb: Him that was a drunkard, and zs now exemplarily 
fober: The whoremonger that was, who now abhors the ve- 
ry garment {potted by the flefh. Thefe are my living argu- 
ments for what Laffert, viz. That GOD does now, as afore- 
time, give remiffion of fins and the gift of the Holy Ghoft, even 
tous and to our children: Yea and that, always Suddenly, as 
far as I have known, and often in dreams or in the vifions of 
GOD. If it be not fo, 1 am found a falfe witnefs before 
GOD. For thefe things I do, and by his grace w// teftify.” 
Perhaps it might be, becaufe of the hardnefs of our hearts, 
unready to receive any thing, unlefs we fee it with our eyes 
and hear it with our ears, that GOD in tender condefcenfi- 
on to our weaknefs, fuffered fe many outward figns at the 
very time when he wrought this inward change, to be con- 
tinually feen and heardamong us. But although they faw 
figns and wonders (for fo I muft term them) yet many would 
not believe. They could not indeed deny the fatis; but 
they could explain them away. Some faid, “ Thefe were 
purely natural ellecis; The people tainted away, only be- 
caufe gf the heat and clofenefs of the rooms.” And others 
were fure, “ It was all acheat: They might help it if they 


would. Elfe why were thefe things only in their private fo- 


cieties ) Why were they not done in the face of the fun 
To-day Mond. 21. our Lord anfwered for himfelf. For 
while I was inforcing thefe words, Be A:ll and Anew that I 


am 
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am GOD. He began to make bare his arm, not in a clofe 
room, neither in private, but in the open air, and before 
two thoufand witneifes. One and another and another was 
firuck to the earth; exceedingly trémbling at the prefence 
of his power. Others cried, with a bitter cry, What mu/t 
we do to be faved ? And in lefs than an hour, feven perfons, 
wholly unknown to me ull that time, were rejoicing and 
finging, and with all their might giving thanks to the GOD 
of their falvation. 

In the evening, 1 was interrupted at Nicholas-/Preet, al- 
moh as foon as I had begun to fpeak, by the cries of one 
who was pri-ted at the heart, and fitrongly groaned for par- 
don and peace. Yet I went on to declare what GOD had 
already done, in proof of that important truth, that he 1s 
nol willing any /hould perish, but that all fhould come to re- 
pentance. Another perfon dropped down, clofe to one who 
was a ftrong afferter of the contrary doftrine. While he 
ftood aftonifhed at the fight, a litle boy near him was 
feized in the fame manner. A young man whe food be- 
hind, fixed his eyes on him, and funk down himfelf as one 
dead: but foon began to roar out and beat him/elf againft 
the ground, fo that fix men could feareely hold him. His 
name was Thomas Maxfield. Except J7—H—n, | never 
knew one fo torn of the evil one. Mean while many others 
began to cry out to the Saveur of all, that he would come 
and help them, infomuch that all the houle, fand indeed all 
the ftreet for fome fpace) was in an uproar. Bat we con- 
tinued in prayer ; and before ten, thé greater part found reft 
to their fouls, 

I was called from fupper to one who feeling in herfelf 


, 


fach a conviélion as the never had known betore, had run 


out of the fociety in al! hafte, that fhe might not expose her- 
jelf. But the hand of GOD followed her fill, fo that af- 
ter going a few fteps, fhe was forced to be carried home, 


and when fhe was there grew worfe and worfe. She was 
ina violent agony when wecame. We called uy Gop 
se — * , 


i 
aad her foul found reff. 
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| About-twelve, I was greatly importuned to go and vifig 
one perfon more. She had only one ftruggle after I came, 
and was then filled with peace and joy. I think 2g in all, 
had their heavinefs turned into joy this day. 

Tuefday 22. 1 preached to about a thoufand at Bat). 
There were feveral fine, gay things among them, to whom 
efpecially I called, Awake thou that fleepeft, and arife from 
the dead, and Chrift fhall give thee laght ! 

Saturday 26..One came to us in deep defpair; but af. 
ter an hour {pent in prayer, went away in peace. The 
next day, having obferved in many a zeal which did not fuit 
with the fweetnels and gentlenefs of love, I preached at 
Rofe-green on thofe words (to the largeft congregation | 
ever had there, I believe upwards of ten thoufand fouls) }e 
Anow not.what manner of fpirit ye are of. For the Son of 
man is not come to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave them. At 
the fociety in the evening, 11 were deeply convinced of 
fin, and foon after comforted, 

Monday 28. 1 began‘preaching at Weaver’s-hall, at ele- 
ven in the forenoon; where twa perfon were enabled to 
cry out in faith, My Lord and my GOD! As were feven, 
during the fermon in the afternoon, before feveral thoufand 
witneffes; and ten in the evening at Baldwin-flreet ; of 
whom two were children. 

Tuefday 29. 1 was unknowingly engaged in converfation 
with a famous infidel, a confirmer of the unfaithful in thefe 
parts, He appeared a little furprized and faid, He would 
pray to GOD to fhew him the true way of worfhipping him. 

On Afcenfion-day in the morning, fome of us went ta 
King’s-Wefton-hill, four or five miles from Briflol. Two 
gentlemen going by, fent up to us in f{port, many perfons 
from the neighbouring villages: to whom therefore I took 
occafion to explain thefe words, Thou art afcended up on 
high, thou haft led captivity captive; and recewed gifts for 
men, yea, even for the rebellious, that the Lord GOD might 
dwell among them. 

Sunday, June 3. In the morning to about fix thoufand 
perfong, in concluding the xiiith chapter of the firft epiflle 
. to 
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to the Corinthians, 1 defcribed a truly charitable man. At 
Hannam 1 enforced thefe words, That every mouth may be 
fropped, and all the world become guilty before COD. And 
again in the afternoon at Ro/e-green, to, 1 believe, eight or 
nine thoufand. In the evening not being permitted to meet 
in Baldwin-ftreet, we met in the fhell of our new fociety- 
room. The fcripture which came in courfe to be explain- 
ed, was, Marvel not, if the world hate you. We {ung 
Arm of the Lord, awake, awake, 
Thine own immortal ftrength put on: 

And GOD, even our own GOD gave us his bleffing. 

Monday 4. Many came to me and carneftly advifed me, 
“ not to preach abroad in the afternoon, becaufe there was 
“a combination of feveral perfons, who threatened terrible 
“ things.” This report being fpread abroad brought many 
thither, of the better fort of people (fo called) and added, I 
believe, more than a thoufand to the ordinary congregation. 
. The fcripture to which, not my choice, but the providence 
of GOD dire&ied me was, Fear not thou, for Lam with thee; 
be not difmayed, for Iamthy GOD. I will frengthen thee, 
yea I wall help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteoufnc/s. The power of GOD came with 
his word: fo that none fcoffed, or interrupted, or opencd 
his mouth, 

Tac/day 5. There was great expe€tation at Bath, of what 
a noted man was to do to me there: and I was much in- 
treated “ not to preach; becaufe no one knew what might 
happen.” By this report I alfo gained a much larger au- 
dience, among whom were many of the rich and great. 
1 told them plainly, the /cripture had conclud:d them all un- 
der fin, high and low, rich and poor, one with another. 
Many of them feemed to be not a little furprifed, and were 
finking a pace into ferioufnefs, when their champion ap- 
peared, and coming clofe to me, afked “* by what authority 
I did thefe things?” I replied, by the authority of Jefus 
Chrifl, conveyed to me by the (now) Arckbifhop of Canter- 
bury, when he laid his hands upon me and faid, ‘“ Take 
thou authority to preach the gofpel.” He faid, “ this is 
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contrary to aft of parliament. This is a conventicle.” | 
anfwered, “ Sir, the conventicles mentioned in that a& (as 
the preamble fhews) are/editious meetings. But this is not 


fuch. Here is no fhadow ot fedition. Therefore it is not - 


contrary to that aft.” He replied, “ I fay it is. And be. 
fide, your preaching frightens people out of their wits.” 
Sir, did you ever hear me preach? No, How then can you 
judge of what you never heard? Sir, by common report. 
Common report is enough. ‘Give me leave, Sir, to afk, is 
not your name Nath? My name is Nafh. Ser, I dare not 
judge of you by common report. I think it not enough to 
judge by. Here he paufed a while, and having recovered 
himfelf, afked, “ I defire to know, what this people comes 
here for ?” On which one replied, “ Sir, leave him to me, 
Let an old woman anfwer kim.” ‘“ You, Mr. Nafh, take 
care of your body. We take care of our fouls, and for 
the food of our fouls we come here.” He replied nota 
word, but walked away, 

As I returned, the ftreet was full of people, hurrying to 
and fro, and {peaking great words. But when any of them 
afked, “which is he?” and I replied, “ I am he,” they 
were immediately filent. Several ladies following me into 
Mr. Marchunt’s houfe, the fervant told me, “ There were 
fome wanted to {peak with me.” I went to them, and 
faid, “I believe, ladies, the maid miftook: you only want- 
ed to look at me.” I added, “ I do not expe& that the 
rich and great fhould want either to {peak with me, or hear 
me, for 1 fpeak the plain truth; a thing you hear little of, 
and do not defire to hear.” A few more words paft between 
us, and I retired. 

Thurfday 7.1 preached at Prie/f-Down, on What muft we 
do to be faved? In the midft of the prayer after fermon, 
two men, (hired, as we afterwards underftood, for that pur- 
pofe,) began finging a ballad. After a few mild words (for 
I faw none that were angry) ufed without cffe&t, we all be- 
yan finging a pfalm which put them utterly to filence. We 
then poured out our fouls in prayer for them, and they ap- 
peared 
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peared altogether confounded. O may this be a day much 
to be remémbered by them, for the loving kindnefs of the 
Lord! 

Monday 11. I reeeived a preffing letter from London (as 
{ had feveral others before) to come thither as foon as pofh- 
ble: “ Our brethren at Fetter-/ane being in great confufion 
for want of my prefence and advice.” I therefore preach- 
ed in the afiernoon on thefe words, J take you to record 
this day, that I am pure from the blood of ail men; for I 
have not fhunned io declare unto you all the counfel of GOD. 
Alter fermon, I commended them to the grace of GOD, 
in whom they had believed. Surely GOD hath yet a work 
to do in this place. I have not found fuch love, no notin 
England ; nor fo childlike, artlefs, teachable a temper, as 
he hath given to this people. 

Yet during this whole time I had many thoughts con- 
cerning the unu/ual manner of my miniltring among them, 
But after frequently laying it before the Lord, and calmly 
weighing whatever objeétions I heard againft it, I could not 
but adhere to what I had fome time fince wrote to a friend, 
who had freely fpoken his fentiments concerning it. An 
extract of that letter I here fubjoin ; that the matter may be 
placed in a clear lighi. 


Dear Sir, 


HE beft return I can make for the kind freedom you 

ule, isto ufe the fame to you. O may the GOD 

whom we ferve fanétify it to us both, and teach us the whole 
truth as it is in Jefus! 

You fay, “ you cannot reconcile fome parts of my beha- 
viour with che character I have long fupported.” No, nor 
ever will. Therefore I have difclaimed that charaéier ou 
every poflible occafion. I told all in our fhip, all at Sa- 
vannak, all at Frederica, and that over and over, in exprefs 
terms, “ Lam not a Chriflian: I only follow after if hap- 
ly 1 may attain it.” When they urged my works and 


felf-denial, I anfwered fhort, Though I give all my goods to 
f } ? . 
Jeed the poor, aud wiy body to be burned, 1 am nothing. For I 


vr 


y ape 
3 lave 
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“have not charity. Ido not love GOD with all my heary, 

If they added, “ Nay, but you could not preach as you do, | 
if you was not a Chriftian:” 1 again confronted them with - 
St. Paul, Though I /peak with the tongue of men and an. 
&¢lsy and have not charity, Iam nothing. Moft earnellly 
therefore, both in public and private, did I inculcate this, 
* Be not ye fhaken however 1 may fall; for the found. — 
tion ftandeth fuse.” 

If you afk, “* On what principle then I aéted?” }j 
was this, “ A defire to be a Chriftian, and a convifi: 
“on that whatever I judge conducive thereto, that I am 
“ bound to do; where-ever 1 judge I can beft anfwer this 
“end, thither it is my duty to go.” Qn this principle | 
fet out for America ; on this, I vifited the Moravian church: 

and on.the fame, am I ready now (GOD being my helper) 
to goto Abyfinia or China, or whitherfoever it fhall pleale 
GOD by this conviétion to call me. , 

As to your advice, “ That I fhould fettle in college,” ! 
have no bufinefs there; having now no office and no pupils, 
And whether the other branch of your propofal be expedi: 
ent for me, viz. “ To accept of a cure of fouls,” it will bé 
time enough to confider, When one is offered to me. 

But in the mean time, you think “ 1 ought to fit fill; 
** becaufe otherwife-I fhould invade another’s office, if I in- 
* terfered with other people’s bufinefs and intermeddled with 
“ fouls that did not belong to me.” You accordingly afk; 

How i8 it that I affemble Chriftians who are none of my 

charge, to fing pfalms and pray and hear the feriptures 
“ expounded: And think it hard to juftify doing this in 
“ other men’s parifhes, upon catholic principles?” 

Permit me to fpeak plainly. If by catholic principles, 
You mean ariy other than /criptural, they weigh nothing 
with me: I allow no other rule, whether of faith or prac- 
tice than the holy feriptures. But on fcriptural principles, 
I do not think it hard to juftify whatever Ido. GOD in 
{cripture commands me, according to my power, to inftruet 
the ignorant, reform the wicked, confirm the virtuous. 
Man forbids me to do this, in another's parifh; that is, in 


effect, 
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effe&t, to do it at all; feeing I have no parifh of my own, 
nor probably ever fhall. Whom then fhall I hear? -GOD 
or man? If at be juft to obey man rather than GOD, judge 
you. A-difpenfation of the gofpel is committed to me, and wo 
is me if I preach not the gofpel. But where fhall I preach it 
upon the principles you mention? Why, not in £urope, 
Afia, Africa, or America: Not in any of the Chriftian parts, 
at leaft, of the habitable earth. For all thefe are, after a 
fort divided into parifhes. [f it be faid, “ Go back then to 
the Heathens from whence you came.” Nay, but neither 
could I now, (on your principles) preach to them, For all 
the Heathens in Georgia belong to the parilh either of Sa- 
gannah or Frederica. 
(Continued at page 487.) 


EEL, D> gr even 


THE LIFKR AND DEATH OF 
fue ReverenD JOHN FLETCHER. 
[Continued from page 400. | 


46 NE confiderable part of humility is, to know 
our own place. Every member has its peculiar 
appointment in the human body, where the wife Mafter- 
builder has placed it. And it is well, while each continues 
its place. But as every diflocated bone gives pain, and mult 
continue fo to do, till it is replaced in its proper focket : 
fo every diflocated atfe€tion mufk give pain to the foul, till 
it is reftored to its own place ; till it is totally fixt in GOD, 
till we refign our whole felves to the difpofal of infinite wif- 
dom. This is the proper place of every rational creature : 
and in this place he invariably ftood. Whatever he be- 
lieved to be the will of GOD, he refolutely performed, 
though it were to pluck outa right eye, to lay his J/zac on 
the altar. When it appeared that GOD called him to any 
journey, he immediately prepared for it without the leaft 
hefitation : 
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hefitation : although for the laft years of his life, he hard. 
ly ever travelled to any confiderable diflance, without feel. 
ing fome tendency to a relapfe into his former diftemper, 
And it was ufually fome weeks after his return, before he 
recovered his ufual flrength. : 

* Humility continually produces meckne/s, and the latter 
bears an exaét proportion to the former. I received a let. 
ter on this head but a few days fince, which it may not be 
improper to fubjoin. 


* Rev. Sir, 


“I was yeflerday in company wiih feveral clergymen, 
who among other things mentioned Mr. Fletcher, and feem, 
ed particularly anxious, that in the account of his life, a 
proper degree of caution fhould be obferved in the panegy- 
ric that may be applied to his charatter. They fay he was 
extremely paTionaie ; and that there was in many inflances 
an auftere feverity and rigour in his conduét to the young 
people under his care, particularly at Trevecka. As this in- 
formation comes from a gentleman, eminent for his know. 
ledge of mankind, and univerfally efteemed as one of the 
greateft geniufes of the age, and one whofe veracity has ne- 
ver heen queflioned, it will have no {mall weight in the 
Jearned worid.” 

7. 1 am glad this information came to my hand: in time, 
as it may now receive fo fafhcient an anfwer, as will pro- 
bably fatisty every candid and impartial reader. 

Two things are here afferted concerning Mr. Fletcher; the 
fi:ft, That he was extremely paffionate ; the fecond, That 
there was an anflere feverity and riconr in his condué to- 
ward the young perfons under his care, particularly at 7re- 
wecha, The former affertion is unqueftionably true: fueh 
he was hy nature. The latter I queftion much, with regard 
to his conduét at Torn as well as at Trever4a. None can be 
a more competent witnefs of his condué? at T rm, than Mr. 
Vaughan, who lived fo long in the fame houfe ; and whofe 


teflimony concerning him has been fo largely given in the 
preceding pages. But waving this: can it poflibly be fuppe- 
led 
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fed, that ether Mr. Hill, or his fons then verging toward 
manhood, would have borne the auftere rigour and feveri- 
ty of a young man, that received his bread from them ? Yea, 
and that year after year? Surely the fuppofition fhocks all 
credibility. 

8. Equally incredible is the affertion of his ‘ auflere fe- 
verity and rigour” toward the young men at Trevecha. This 
is inconfiftent with the whole account given by Mr. Benfon, 
an eye and ear witnefs of all his condutt. Had it been true 
in any degree, would it have been poffible that he fhould 
have been fo efleemed and beloved by thofe very young men? 
] cannot form the leafl conjefture, whence fuch an affert- 
en could arife, unlefs it was invented by fome young man, 
efter Mr. Fletcher was difmiffed, in order to ingratiate him- 
felf with his patronefs. 

g- The farther account which Mr. Beafoa gives of him 
from perfonal knowledge is this. “ Mr. Fletcher,” fays he, 
** was naturally a man of ftronz paflions, and prone to an- 
ger in particular: infomuch that he has frequently thrown 
himfelf on the floor, and laid there moft of the might barh- 
edin tears, imploring viftory over his own fpirut. And he 
did not flrive in vain: he did obtain the vittory in a very 
eminent degree. For twenty years and upwards before his 
death, no one ever faw him out of temper, or heard bim 
utter a rath expreflion, on any provocation whatever. I 
have often thought the teflimony that bilhop Burnet (in 
the hiftory of his own times) bears of archhtfhop Lerghton, 
might be borne of him with equa! propriety. “ After 
an intimate acquaintance with the archbifhop for many years, 
and after being with him by night ard by day, at home 
and abroad, in public and in private, on fundry occafions, 
and in various afurs: I muft fay, I never beard an idle 
word drop from his lips, nor any corverfation which was 
not to the ufe of edifving. 1 never faw bim in any tem 
per, in which I myfelf would not have withed to be found 


at death.” Any that has been intimately acqg ainted with 
Mer. Fletcher, wll fay the fame of hem. B it they that 
knew him befl will fav it with the moft affurancc. 
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. as he had no other ufe for it, but to fpread the gofpel, 
and to affift the poor. And he frequently faid, he never 
was happier, than whei: he had given away the laft penny 
he had in his houfe, If at any time I had gold in my 
drawers, it feemed to afford him no comfort. But if he 
could find a handful of fmall filver, when he was going 
out to fee the fick, he would exprefs as much pleafure over 
it, as a mifer would in difcovering a bag of hid treafure. 
He was never better pleafed with my employment, than 
when he had fet me to prepare food or phyfic for the poor. 
He was hardly able to relifh his dinner, if fome fick neigh- 
bour had not part of it; and fometimes, if any one of them 
was in want, I could not keep the linen in his drawers. 
On Sundays he provided for numbers of people, who came 
from a diftance to hear the word: and his houfe, as well as 
his heart, was devoted to their convenience: to relieve them 
that were affli€ted in body or mind, was the delight of his 
heart. Once a poor man who feared GOD, being brought 
into great difficulties, he took down all the pewter from 
the kitchen fhelves, faying, “this will help you: and I can 
do without it: a wooden trencher will ferve me juft as well.” 

In epidemic and contagious difempers, when the neigh- 

, bours. 


10. His difengagements from the world and love of ify b 
poor, Mrs. Fletcher joins together, “ Never,” fays the, S 
“did I behold any one more dead to the things of the d 
world, His treafure was above: and fo was his heart alfo, ° 
He always remembered that admonition of the apoftle, No t 
man that warreth entangleth himfelf with the things of this é 
life, It was his conftant endeavour to preferve a mind free : 
and difencumbered: and he was exceeding wary of under. 
taking any bufinefs, that might diftraét and hurry it. Yet 
in his worldly concerns, knowing himfelf to be a fleward 
for GOD, he would not through carelefsnefs wafte one , 
penny. He likewife judged it to be his bounden duty to 
demand what he knew to be his right. And yet he could 
well reconcile this with that word, He that will have thy 
coat, let-him have thy cloake alfo. Indeed whether he had 
lefs or more, it was the fame thing upon his own account: 

{ 
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hours were afraid to nurfe the fick, he has gone from houfe 
to houfe, feeking fome that were willing to undertake it. 
And when none could be found, he has offered his fervice, 
to fit up with them himfelf. But this was at his firft fet- 
ting out here. At prefent there appears in many (and has 
done fo for many years) a moft ready mind to vifit and res 
heve the diftreffed. 
11. “ He thoroughly complicd with that advice, 


“ Give to all fomething: to a good poor man, 
Till thou change hands, ‘and be where he began.” 


I have heard him fay, that when he lived alone in his 
houfe, the tears have come into his eyes, when one has 
brought him five or fix infignificant letters at three or four- 
pence apiece: and perhaps he had only a fingle fhilling in 
the houfe, to diftribute among the poor to whom he was 
going. He frequently faid to me, “‘ O Polly, can we not 
do without beer? Let us drink water, and eat lefs meat. 
- Let our neceflities give way to the extremities of the poor.” 
12. But with al! his generofity and charity he was ftriét- 
ly careful to follow the advice of the apoftle, Owe no man 
any thing. He centratted no debt. While he gave all 
he had, he made it a rule to pay ready money. for every 
thing, believing this was the belt way to keep the mind 
unencumbered and free from care. Meanwhile his fubfiance, 
his time, his ftrength, his life, were devoted to the fervice 
of the poor. And laft of all he gave me to them. Fot 
when we were married, he afked me folemnly, “ whether 
I was willing to marry his parifh?” And the firft time he 
led me among his people in this place, he faid, “ I have 
not married this wife only for myfelf, but for you. I afked 
her of the Lord, for your comfort, as well as my own.” 
13. All his life, as well as during his illnefs, particular- 
ly at Newington and Briflington (as has been largely related) 
he was grateful in a very high degree to thofe who confer- 
red the leaft benefit upon him: yea, or even endeavoured 
fo to do. One of thefe was Mr. Richard Edwards of Lon- 
don, to whofe care he was committed as a leader, wher 
he 
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he was firft admitted into the London fociety. A lively 


fenfe of the kindnefs which Mr. Edwards then thewed him, 
he retained to the end of his life. This he teflified by re. 
peated letters: one or two of which it may be well tw 
tranferibe. 
Tern, O&. 19, 1756, 
** Dearelt brother, 

This is to let you know, that {praife be to the Lord) I 
am very well in body, and pretiy well in foul—But I have 
very few chriftian triends here. And GOD has been piea- 
fed to take away the chief of thofe few by a moft com. 
fortable death. And lately I heard that my aged father is 
gone the way of all flefh. But the glorious circumftances 
of his death make me ample amends for the forrow which 
I felt. For fome years I have wrote to him with as :nuch 
freedom as I could have done to a fon, though not with 
fo much effe&t as I wifhed. But laft {pring GOD vifit. 
ed him with a fevere illnefs, which brought him to a fenfe 
of himfelf. And after a deep repentance, he died about a 
month ago in the full affurance of faith. This has put fe- 
veral of my friends on thinking ferioufly, which affords 
me great caufe of thankfulnefs. I am, 


your unworthy brother 
and fervant in the Lord, 
JOHN FLETCHER.” 


14. Two years after, he wrote to him_as follows: 

“ I thank you for your‘ encouraging obfervations. I 
want them, and ule them by the grace of GOD. When I 
received yours, I had not had one opportunity of preaching: 
{o incenfed were all the clergy againft me. One however 
let me have the ufe of his church, the abbey church at Shrew- 
bury. 1 preached in the forenoon with fore degree of the 
demonftration of the Spirit. The congregation was very 
numerous: and J believe one balf at leait defired to hear 
me again. But the minifler would not let me have the 
pulpi: any more. The next Sunday ue miniier of a 
ncighi- 
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neighbouring parifh lying a dying, I was fent for to offi- 
ciate for him. He died a few days after, and the chief man 
in the parifh offered to make intereft, that I might fucceed 
him. ButI could not confent. The next Sunday I preach- 
ed at Shrew/bury again, but in another church. The next 
day 1 fet out for Bfzfol, and was much refrefhed among the 
brethren, AsI returned, I called at New-Kingswood, about 
fixteen miles from Briffol. (The minifter offering me his 
church) I preached to a numerous congregation, gathered 
on half an hour’s notice. I think the feed then fown will 
not be loft.” ‘ 

15. ‘* Another uncommon talent which GOD had given 
him, fays Mrs. F. was a peculiar /enfidility of {pirit. He 
had a temper the moft feeling of any I ever knew. Hardly a 
night paffed over, but fome part of it was {pent in groans 
for the fouls and bodies committed to his care. I dreaded 
his hearing either of the fins or fufferings of any of his peo- 
ple before the time of his going to bed, knowing how ftrong 
‘the impreffions would be on his mind, chafing the fleep 
from his eyes. 

“ And yet I have heard him fpeak of a time, twelve or 
fourteen years ago, when he was greatly tempted to think, 
that he was not fenfible enough of the affliétions of his fel- 
low-creatures. He obferved Chrift bore our infirmities, 
and carried our forrows: but added he, “ I have not that 

hrift-like temper: I do not bear the forrows of others.” 
After being for fome time buffeted with this temptation, he 
prayed that a meafure of this fpirit might be given him. 
Not long after, as he was vifiting a poor, fick family, fo 
lively a fenfe of their afflition, on a fudden, fell upon his 
mind, that he could fearce get home. As foon as he fat 
down in his houfe, his foul was penetrated with fuch a fenfe 
of the woes of mankind, as utterly deprefled and overcame 
him, and drank up his f{pirits, infomuch that he could not 
help himfelf, or move from one chair to another. And he 
was no more able to walk than a new-born child. Atthe 
fame time he feemed to lofe the ufe of his memory, and 
of all his faculties. He thought, what is this? Is it a 

VoL. II. 3 L difeafe 
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difeafe? Is it a ftroke of the palfy? Rather is it not an an. 
{wer to my own ill-judged, though well intended prayer? 
Did I not afk a burden unfuitable to a finite, and capable 
of being borne only by an infinite being? He remained 
fome hours in this fituation. Then it came into his mind. 
If this is a purely natural event, thé will of the Lord be 
done! But if it be the anfwer to an improper prayer, GOD 
will anfwer again by removing it. He cried to the Lord, 
and was immediately reflored to.flrength both of body ang 
mind, | 

“ When we were at Leeds, in the year 1784, I had ano. 
ther proof of the tender fenfibility of his heart. O how 
deeply was he affetted, concerming the welfare of his bre. 
thren! When any little difputes arofe between them, his 
inmoft jfoul groaned under the burden. And by two or 
three o’clock in the mortting I was fure to hear him breat)- 
ing out prayer for the peace and profperity of Sion. When 
I obferved to him, I was afratd tt would hurt his health, and 
withed him to fleep more; he would anfwer, “ O Poll, 
the caufe of GOD lies near my heart!” 

** Toward me, his tendernefs was exerted in its utmof 
extent. My foul, my body, my health, my eafe and com. 
fort, were his daily fludy. We had io thought either paf 
or prefent, which we purpofely concealed from each other. 
My fpiritual advancement was his conftant endeavour: and 
to this he was continually flirring me up, inviting me to 
walk more clofely with GOD: urging that thought, “ 0 
my dear, let us pray for dying grace; for we fhall not be 
long here.” His temporal affairs he committed folely 19 
me, though he was always ready to affift me in the {mall- 
eft matters. 

** One article more remains to be fpoken of, namely, his 
communion with GOD. Although he enjoyed this, more or 
Jefs at all times and in all places, yet I have frequentip 
heard him obferve, that the feafons of his clofeft commu- 
nion were always in his own houfe or in the church: ulu- 
ally in the latter. It is much to be lamented, that -wé have 
no account of it from his own pen. It. was his conftant 

endeavour 
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gadeavour to maintain an uninterrupted fenfe of the prefence 
of GOD.: In order to this, he was flow of fpeech, and had 
the greateft government of his words. Indeed he both aft- 
ed, pe fpoke, and thought, as under the eye of GOD. 
And thus fetiing GOD always before him, he remained un- 
moved in all occurrences, at all times and on every ocea- 
fion poffefling inward recollection. Nor did I ever fee him 
diverted therefrom, on any occafion whatever, either going 
out or coming in, whether by ourfelves or in company. 
Sometimes he took his journies alone: but above a thou- 
fand miles I haye travelled with him : during whieh, geither 
change of company, place, nor the variety of circumftances 
stiles naturally occur in travelling, ever feemed to make 
the leaft difference in his firm attention to the prefence of 
GOD. To preferve this uniform habit of foul, he was fo 
watchful and recolle&ed, that to fuch as were unexperienced 
in thefe things, it might appear like infenfibility : although 
no one could converfe in a more lively and fenfible manner, 
even on natural things, when he faw it was to the glory ot 
GOD. He was always ftriving to raife his own and every 
other fpirit to a clofe and REAR intercourfe with GOD. 
And I can fay “n h truth, all his union with me was fo in- 
termingied with prayer and praife, that every employment, 
aid every mea! were perfumed therewith.” 

16. 1 had concluded what I purpofed to fay concerning 
the charader of Mr. Fletcher, when I received a long letter 
from Mr. Ben/on; an extraét of which I cannot withhold 
from the reader. For although moft of the particulars here- 
of are contained in the preceding pages, yet as they are here 
placed in quite another order, and have alfo feveral new cir- 
cumftances intermixed, I could not doubt of their being both 
agreeable and profitable to every perfon of piety. 

“ As to drawing the charafter of that great and good 
man,” fays Mr. Ben/on, “it is what I will not attempt: but 
if I can fuggeft any thing that will a/ff you therein, 1 hhall 
think my little labour well beftowed. With this view I have 
been looking over many of his letters, and obferve in them 
all, what I havea thoufand times obferved in his converfa- 
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_ 





tion and behaviour, the plaincft marks of every chriftian 
grace and virtue. 

** Perhaps if he followed his Mafter more clofely in one 
thing than another, it was in humility. It is one branch of 


“Mpoverty of f{pirit (another word for humility) to think mean. 


ly of ourfelves. And he certainly thought meanly of bim. 
felf, both as a chriflian, as preacher, and asawriter. 1} need 
not fay, how he fhone in all thofe chara€éters ; but he knew 
not that he fhone in any of them. How low an opinion he 
had ‘of jhim(elf as a chriflian, manifeftly appears from his 
placing Bimfelf at the feet of all, and fhewing a continual 
defire to learn from every company he wasin. He paid al 
due deference to the judgment of others, readily acknow. 
ledged whatever was good in them, and feemed to think him. 
felf the only perfon in whom there dwelt no excellency 
worth notice. Hence it was that he often wrote and {poke, 
as if he had not received that grace, which he undoubtedly 
had received. And indeed he overleoked what he had at. 
tained, through the eager defire he had of higher and greater 
things. Many of his letters fhew, how very meanly he 
thought of his own attainments as a chrifltian, through the 
continually increafing views which he had of the divine pv- 
rity, and of the high degree of conformity thereto, which 
is attainable even ia this world. 

“ And however little he was in his own eves as a chn/i- 
zan, he was equally fo as a wrrfer and a preacher. In con- 
fequence of the mean opinion he had of his own abilities, 
he gladly offered what he wrote to be correéted by any 
triend, however inferior to himfelt. Thus im a letter, dated 
Nov. 23,1771, he fays, “ I have fent a letter of fifty pages 
upon Antinomianifm. I beg, upon my bended knees, you 
would revife and corre&tit. I have followed my light, {mall 
as itis. Put yours to mine.” What a mean opinion he 
had of his own writings, appears from a letter written, 
March 20, 1774, “ I do not repent of my having engaged 
in this controverfy: for, though my httle publication can- 
not reclaim thofe, who are confirmed in believing the he 
of the day, yet thev may here and there ftop one from fwal- 
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lowing it at atail, or at leaft from {wallowing it fo deeply.” 
Two years after, he fays, “ I have almoft run my race of 
{cribbling: and I have preached as much as I could, though 
to little purpofe: but I malt not complain. If one perfon 
has received good by my ten years labour, it is an honour for 
which I cannot be too thankful, if my mind were as low 
as it fhould be. Let us blefs the Lord in all things.” 

“ As difficult as it is to think meanly of ourfelves, it is 
fill more difficult to be willing that others fhould think 
meanly of us. And how eminent he was ina this, appears 
from hence, that he was conitantly upon his guard, left 
any expreffion fhould drop either from his lips or pen, 
which tended to make any one think well of him, either on 
account of his family, or learning, or parts, or ufefulnefs. 
Yea, he took as much pains to conceal his excellencies, as 
others do to fhew them, having the fame detire to be intle 
and unknown, which many have to be known and efteemed. 


[Continued at page 495-4 
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The JournAL of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifhop of the 
Methodift -Epifi opal Church. 


From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 
(Continued from page 407.) 


ORD’s day 28. After preaching yeflerday at Samuel 

Forward’s, 1 returned to friend Preflon’s and preach- 

ed twice to-day. Then rode to Mr. Dedlam's, and [pent 
the evening comfortably. 

Monday, March 1. Mr. Dellam and myfelf rode to 
Bond's, where I fpoke with great plainnefs of fpeech. 
There appears to be fome reafon to doubt of the people in 
general here; though the young women feem to be deeply 
fertous and thoughtful. I then went to Capt. S—’s; but 
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found very little fatisfaftion, The man and his wife, are, 
I fear, too fond of their own opinions. After preaching here, 
I went to Bona’s again and {pent fome time in ferious conver. 
fation ; afterwards prayed and gave an exhortation; I rode to 
Murray's and preached; then returned to C—’s, & preached 
there: but found the old man too much of a Quaker in 
principle. He objeéts againft prayer in his family ; and great. 
ly difcourages his daughter, who ftrives to live in the fear 
of GOD. Frid. March 5. Went to Jokw Owen's, where 
we had a melting time ; and the people feemed to be much 
affe&ted both in the day and in the evening. Satan has af. 
faulted me very much of late: but hitherto the Lord hath 
helped and delivered me, I came next to Baltimore, and bad 
many to hear the word. 

Saturday 6. Went to the Poznt, but the people feemed 
yery hardin their minds. In the evening, at Baltimore, we 
had a moving, melting feafon. 1 humbly believe, the la, 
bour was not in vain. 

Monday 8. Rofe this morning with a determination to 
fight or die; and {pent an hour in earneft prayer. Lord, 
keep me ever watchful. I was alfo much comforted bya 
letter, which I lately received from Richard Owen. Patt 
of which was as follows, ** 1 know not what it will come to, 
* Alimolt every perfon feems to be under a religious con- 
“cern. There are about 22 perfons already joined in foci. 
“ty at Seneca. At Ceorge-town, four have been lately en- 
* abled to rejoice in GOD; and one at Rocky-creek. Biel 
“fed be GOD, who hath not forgotten to be gracious.” 

Tuelday 9. This was a day of {weet peace to my foul. 
Went to dine with one Mr. L—, and found him and hs 
wie borh ferious. Preached in the evening, with power. 

Wedzefday 10. I went to N. P—’s. It was a rainy 
morning ; but a time of powcr to thofe who were prefent, 
In going thence to Mr. Gatch’s, it was with great difficulty 
we croffed the water. ‘The next morning, fet off for Gun- 
powdrr-neck ; but found the Great falls very high; howe- 
ver, 1 got in about one o’clock, and found it a good. 
time, while preaching the word of GOD. 

Friday 
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Friday.12. Preached a funeral fermon at John Wil/on’s, 
from J/aiah lvit. 1, 2.—The righteous perifheth, and no maw 
layeth wt to heart ; and merciful men are taken away, none con- 
federing that the reghteous ts taken away from the evil to come. 
He fhall reft in peace: they fhall reft in their beds, cach one 
walking in his uprightne/s. This wasa folemn time indeed. 
What melting and weeping appeared among the people ! 
There was fcarce adry eye to be feen. O that it may not 
be as feed fown by the way-fide! After preaching, rode to 
Mr. Dellam’s; and met with brother King and brother Web- 
fer, and found myfelf abundantly comforted in their com- 
pany. 

Lord’s day 14. Preached at Bohemia. There were but few 
people ; though it was a melting time. Rode then to S. 
Herfey’s, but was much fhut up in preaching. 

Monday 15. Found my mind, this morning, free to do 
the will of GOD; and was more than ever ftrengthened in 
prayer. But fet out for Worton, to-day, with my mind de- 
preft in fuch a manner, as I hardly ever felt it before. In my 
journey, my heart funk within me; and knew not why. 
Ata certain Mr. Dixon’s, at the Crofs-roads, many people, 
who appeared to be ftrangers to the truth, were waiting to 
hear the word, I flood at the door, and declared —The time 
2s fulfilled, the kingdom of COD is at kand. 1 {poke with 
great feeling, and exerted myfelf much, but could not get 
my fpirit free. They perfuaded me to fay all night; but 
it was as if I had been bound in chains. 

Tuefday 16. Went to Randall’s, and found myfelf deli- 
vered from my fhackles ; but ftill my fpirit is not altogether 
at home; it longs for GOD, and my heart has been kept 
in a great meafure pure. I do humbly and confidently hope, 
to live more to GOD than ever. Lord, keep me every 
moment. 

Wednefday 17. Went down to the lower church, but 
with fome backwardnefs of mind. However, there were 
many people, who were ftill and attentive; and I felt a 
melting fenfe of GOD in my own foul. 


Friday 





456 THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY. 


Friday 18. Spoke, with power, to many people at New. 
cafile. ‘Went thence to Welmington, and fpoke to a few « 
people with great feeling. 

Lord’s day 20. But few attended, at J/aac Herfey’s, becaufe 
of the rain ; but I felt myfelf greatly affifted. Went thence, 
through the rain, to Newport, where many people attended 
in the evening. They appeared to have very little fenfe 
of religious things. 

Monday 21. Being a rainy day, we fet out late for 
Marlborough. ‘There was, notwithftanding, a large con- 
gregation waiting. Though unwell, I gave them an exhorta- 
tion at night, and J/acc Rawlins preached. He has been 
of fome ufe to the people here. 

Tuefday 22. My mind was ferene ; and I felt a near. 
nefs to GOD—a determination to live to him alone. 

Went to Thomas Filis’s, and felt much life while preach. 
ing to a large company there: but was much affliéted with 
a violent pain in the head. 

Wednelday 23. Many great people attended the preach. 
ing at Woodard’s ; and we had a comfortable time. Rode 
thence to Samuel [ooper’s: many Quakers were prefent, 
and it was a moving feafon—I then went about twen- 
ty miles, through wet weather and bad roads, to Mr. Tu/- 
fos. The night was very dark, the road was through the 
woods, and it was late before we reached the place; but, 


by the help of a good guide, I got there fafe at laft. 


* In all my ways, thy hand I own, 
Thy ruling Providence I fee ; 
O help me ftill my courfe to run, 
And ftill dire&t my paths to thee,” 


Was fomewhat troubled to hear of Mr. W—who had print- 
ed fome of Mr. Wefley’s books, for the fake of gain. This 
will not do. It does by no means look well. 

Friday 25. Many young people attended, among others, 
at Chrifieen-bridge, while I preached from Eccle. xi. 9. Re- 
joice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 


and 
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and in the fight of thine eyes : but know thou, that for all thefe 
things GOD will bring thee into judgment. Deep ferioufnefs 
{at on the faces of all; andthe mouths of many gainfayeis 
were in a great meafure flopped. 

Saturday 27. Rode to Bohemia, and lodged witha Pref- 
byterian elder. The next day preached in the {chool-houfe. 
But thefe people who profefs religion, could {carce be fe- 
rious during the time of preaching. Mr. B , and fome 
other great oppofers of our doétrine, were prefent at Solo- 
mon Herfey’s, at three o’clock: I therefore changed my pur- 
pofe, and preached from John iii: 23. And this 2s his com- 
mandment, that we fhould believe on the name of his fon Je- 
fus Chrift, and love one another; as he gave us commandment. 
And had great hope that it was well received. 

Monday 29. Rode twenty miles to Su/guchannah; and 
juft got in, almoft {pent, time enough to preach at 3 o’clock. 
Hitherto the Lord hath helped. Praifed, for ever, be his 
dear and bleffed name. 

' Tuefday, go. Our quarterly meeting began. After 
I had preached, we proceeded to bufinefs: and in our little 
conference, the following queries were propounded, viz. 

1. Are there no diforderly perfons in our clailes? It 
was thought not. 

2. Does not dram-drinking too much prevail among our 
people? 

3. Do none contraét debts without due care to pay 
them? We found that this evil is much avoided among 
our people. 

4. Are the band-meetings kept up? 

5. 1s there nothing immoral in any of our preachers ? 

6. What preachers travel now, and where are they fta- 
tioned? It was then urged that none muft break our rules, 
under the penalty of being excluded from our connexion, 
All was fettled in the moft amicable manner. Mr. Straw- 
bridge preached a good and ufetul fermon, from Joel ii. 17. 
Let the pricfls, the manifiers of the Lord, weep between the 
porch and the altar, 3c. Many people were prefent at our 
love-featt, among whom were fome flrangers: but all were 
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deeply ferious, and the power of GOD was prefent indeed, 
Brother Owen preached a very alarming fermon, and bro. 
ther Stephenfon gave a moving exhortation. The whole 
ended in great peace. And we all went, in the ftrength of 
the Lord, to our feveral appointments. 

Saturday 3. Preached at Badtemore, where we had a com. 
fortable meeting. Lord’s day 4. Delivered a funeral dif. 
courfe, but was much fhut up in my mind. Went theng 
to the Fore, and preached at 7 o'clock, with much com. 
fort. Several rich people attended preaching the laft three 
days, and did not feem difpleafed with the plain truths of 
the gofpel. One or two perfons ,here feem to be groaning 
for full redemption. My heart is grieved that 1 have not 
been entirely devoted to GOD; but have great reafon tp 
be thankful, that I feel more and more defire after GOD. 

Thurfday 8. I left Badtzmore. John King aud three exs 
horters being prefent, we held a waich-night at Prejlov’s, 
in which the Lord was powerfully with us. 

Friday g. Preached at Leéion’s with power. But foun 
it a heavy crofs, while preaching at Mr. Giles’s. 

Lord’s day 11. Preached at Rohemia; but the people 
there feem to be butlittle affefied. Rode thence to Solo. 
mon Herfey’s, where many people attended; and J was en- 
abled to {peak with folemnity from Deut. xxx. 19. J have 
fet before you life and death, Sc. Went thence to New: 
Cafile, but found them out of order. Then rode to Reds 
Clay Creek, where I preached with power. 

Tuefday 13. Many people came to hezr the word at 
Mount-Pleafant. 

Wednefday 14. Came very weary to Philadelphia; but 
the fight of my friends greatly revived me; and all feem 
to be in peace. 


[To be continued in Vol. II. ] 





ary 2. en eh Oe 
The Fall and Lamentation of ORIGEN. 


'N the reign of the emperor Dacius, Origen endured great 
torments for the fake of Chrift and the gofpel, and was 
frequently threatened even with death: itfelf. 

One day, hearing that fome Chrifhhans were forcibly ‘car- 

ried to an idol-temple to facrifice, he ran thither to diffuade 
them from it. When his adverfaries faw him, they let go 
the others, and laid hold on him ; putting him to his choice, 
whether he would offer incenfe to the idol, or have his bo- 
dy defiled with a woman? As he chofe the former, they 
put incenfe into his hands; whilit he demurred, they took 
bis hands and caufed him to throw it into the fire, and then 
cried out, Origen hath facrificed! Orzgen hath facrificed ! 
Vhen this was known to the church, he was excommuni- 
cated ; and being filled with fhame and forrow, he left Alex- 
andria, and came to Ferufalem, where he was conftrained 
by importunity to preach to them. He took his Bible, open- 
ed it, and the firft place he caft his eyes upon was this 
{cripture: Unto the wicked GOD faith, why doft thou preach 
my law, and take my covenant into thy mouth? Pfalm |. 16. 
When he had read thefe words he fat down and burft out 
into abundance of tears; the whole congregation weeping 
with him alfo ; fo that he was not able to fay any more un- 
tothem. After this he wandered up and down in great grief 
and torment of confcience, and wrote the following lamenta- 
tion, 

“In the bitternefs of grief, I go about to fpeak unto the:n, 
who fhall hereafter read this confufed writing. But how 
can I fpeak, when my tongue is tied up, and my lips dare 
not once move? My throat alfo is dricd up, and all my 
fenfes are polluted with iniquity. 

“ O ye faints and blefled of GOD, with weterith eyes 
and wet cheeks, foaked in forrow and pain, I befeech you 
to fall down before the feat of almighty GOD, for me a 
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miferable finner, who by reafon y fins, dare not crave 
aught at the hands of GOD! Wo is me, my mother, that 
ever thou broughteft me forth! A righteous man, to be con. 
verfant in unrighteoufnefs! An heir of the kingdom of 
GOD, to be an inheritor of the kingdom of fatan. A mi. 
nifter, to be found wallowing in impiety! A man beautified 
with honour and dignity, to be in the end blemifhed with 
fhame and ignominy ! A lofty turret, yet fuddenly thrown to 
the ground! A burning light, yet forthwith darkened! A 
fruitful tree, yet quickly withered! A running founiain, 
yet by and by dried up! Wo is me, that ever I was 
decked with gifts and graces ; and now pitifully deprived 
of all! But who will minifter moifture to my head? And 
who will give flreams of tears unto my eyes, that I may 
bewail mylelf in this my forrowful plight! Alas! O my 
miniftry, how fhall I lament thee ? O all ye my friends, ten- 
der my cafe, and pity my perfon, that am fo dangeroufly 
wounded! Pity me, O ye my friends, for that I have now 
trodden under foot the feal and cognifance of my protefhon, 
and joined in league with the devil! Pity me, O ye my 
friends, for that I am rejected and caft away from before 
the face of GOD Almighty. There is no forrow compara- 
ble to my forrow. There is no affliétion that exceeds my 
affliction, No bitternefs that pafleth my bitternefs! No 
lamentation more lamentable than mine: neither 1s there 
any fin greater than mine; and there is no falve for me, 
Where is that good Shepherd of fouls ? Where is he that 
went down from ferufalem to FJerzcho, which falved and 
cured him that was wounded by thieves? Seek me out, O 
Lord, that am fallen from the higher JFrufalem ; who have 
broken the vow which I made in baptifm. Alas that ever 
I was a dotior ; and now occupy not the room of a difci- 
J ple. Thou knoweft, O Lord, that I fell againft my will; 
whereas 1 went about to enlighten others, 1 darkened my- 
felf. When I endeavoured to bring others from death to 
life, I brought myfelf from life to death. When I minded 
to prefent others before GOD, I prefented myfelf betore 
the devil. When Idefired to be found a friend and favour- 
er 
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er of godlinefs, I was found a foe, and a furtherer of ini- 
quity. When I fet myfelf againft the aflemblies of the 
wicked, and reproved their doings, there found | thame, 
and the moft peftilent wound of the devil. Some promifed 
me that they would be baptized; but after I pafled from 
them, the devil transformed himfelf into an angel of light, 
and faid unto me, When thou art up in the morning, go 
and bring them unto GOD. But the devil going betore 
me prepared the way, and I fkipping out of my bed at the 
dawn of day, could not finith my wonted devotion, neither 
accomplilh my ufual prayers ; defiring that all men might 
be faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. I gat 
me to thofe wicked men, and required them to perform the 
promife made the night before. But I knew not their fub- 
tilty, till we came to the place of bapufm. O blinded heart, 
how didf thou not remember! O foolifh mind, how didft 
thou not bethink thyfelf. But it was the devil that lulled thee 
afleep, and in the end, flew thy wretched foul. O fatan, 
what haft thou done unto me! How haft thou wounded me! 
I bewailed formctimes the fall of Sampfon; but now have 
fallen worfe myfelf. Samp/on had-his hair cut off ; but the 
crown of glory is fallen from my head. Samp/on loft the 
eyes of his body; but my fpiritual eyes are put out. It was 
the wilinefs of a woman that brought conlufion upon him ; 
but it was my tongue that brought me into this finful con- 
dition. 

“ Alas! my church liveth; yet Iam a widower. My 
fons are alive; yet 1 am barren. Every creature rejoiceth ; 
and I alone am defolate and forrowful. Bewail me, O 
ye blefled people of GOD, who am banifhed from GOD. 
Bewail me, who am fhut out of the wedding-chamber of 
Chrift. Bewail me who am abhorred of the angels, and 
fevered from the faints. Who knoweth whether the Lord 
will have mercy on me, and pity my fall ?- Whether he will 
be moved with my defolation? Whether he will have refpeét 
to my humiliation, and incline his tender compaffion to- 
wards me? I will proftrate myfelf before the threfhold and 
porch of his church, that I may entreat all people, both fmall 
and 





































































































































































462 LETTERS, &c. 


and great, faying unto them, trample and tread me undeg' 
foot, who am the'unfavoury falt ; tread upon me, who have 
no tafle nor favour of GOD; erend upon me, who am fit 
for nothing. 

* Now let the elders mourn, for that the Naff whereon 
they leaned is fallen. 

* Now let the young men mourn, for that their fehool- 
mafter is fallen. 

* Now let the virgins mourn, for thar the advancer of vir- 
ginity is defiled. 

“ Now let the minifters mourn, for that their patron and 
defender is fhamefully fallen. 

* Wois me, that I fell fo foully! Wo is me that | fell 
moft dangeroufly, and cannot rife again! Affift me, O Ho. 
ly Spirit, and give me grace to repent: let the fountain of 
tears be opened, and gufh out into ftreams, to fee, if perad. 
venture I may have grace thoroughly to repent, and to wipe 
out of the book of my confcience, the accufations printed 
therein againft me. But thou, O Lord, think not upon my 
polluted lips, neither wergh thou the tongue that hath utter- 
ed lewd things ; but accept of my repentance and have mer: 
cy upon me, and raife me up: out of the mire of corruption; 
for the puddle thereof hath even choaked me. Wo is me 
that was fometimes a pearl ghttering in the golden garland 
of glory ; but now am thrown into the duff, and trodden in 
the mire of contempt. Wo is me, that the falt of GOD 
now lieth on the dunghill. 

* Now I will addrefs myfelf unto GOD. Why hat 
thou lifted me up, and caft‘me dowf ? I had not committed 
this impiety, unlefs thou hadft withdrawn thine hand from 
me. But why, O Lord, haft thou fhut ‘my mouth by the 
holy prophet Dawd? Have I been the firft that finned, or 
am I the firft that fell ? Why haft thou forfaken me, being 
defolate, and banifhed me from amongft thy faints, and afto- 
nifhed me, when I fhould preach thy law? David bimfelf, 
who hath fhut up my mouth, finned too bad in thy fight ; 
yet upon repentance, thou receivedft him to mercy. Pricer, 
, that’ 
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that was a pillar, after his fall, wipes it away with briny 
tears, not continuing long in the puddle of infidelity. 

“ Now, I humbly befcech thee, O Lord, call me back, 
for that I have trodden a mot perilous and deftruétive way ; 
graut me that good guide,and inftruétor, the Holy Ghoff, 
that I become not the habitation ,of devils; but that 1 may 
tread under foot the devils that trode upon me, and over 
coming all his flights, may beygain reftored to the joys of 
thy falvation. 

“ Now, all ye who behold my wound, tremble for fear, 
and take heed that ye flumber not, nor fall into the like 
crime ; but rather let us affemble together, and rend our 
hearts. 1 mourn, and am forry at the heart, O ye my 
friends, that ever I fell. 

“ Let the angels lament over me, becaufe of this my 
dangerous fall. 

“ Let the affemblies of faints lament over me, for that I 
am fevered from their bleffed focieties. 

“ Let the holy church lament over me, for that I am wo- 
fully declined. 

*“ Let all the people lament over me, for that I have my 
death’s wound. 

“ Bewail me, that am in like cafe with the reprobat 
Jews ; for this which was faid unto them, why doft thou 
preach my law, &c. now foundeth alike in my ears. What 
fhall I do, that am thus befet with manifeft mifchiefs. Alas ! 
O death, why doft thou linger? O fatan, what mifchief 
haft thou brought unto me? How halt thou pierced my 
breaft with thy poifonous dart ? Thinkeft thou, that my ru. 
in will avail any thing at all? Thinkeit thou, to procure 
to thyfelf any eafe or reft, whilft Lam grievoufly tormented ? 
Who is able to fignify unto thee, whether my fins be wi- 
ped and done away ? whether I {hall not again be coupled 
with, and made a companion of the faints ? O Lord, I fail 
before thy mercy-feat ; have mercy upon me, who mourn 
thus out of meafure, becaufe I have greatly offended! Rid 
my foul, Lord, from the roaring lion. The allembly of the 
faints doth make interceffion for me, who am an unprofita- 
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ble fervant.Shew mercy, O Lord, to thy wandering theep, 
who are fubje& to the rending teeth of the ravenous wolf! 
Save me, O Lord, out of his mouth! Let my fackcloth be 
reat afunder, and gird me with joy and gladnefs. Let me 
be again received into the joy, my GOD. Let me be 
thought worthy of his kingdom, through the earneft petitions 
of the church. whichrrowethbver san, ‘and busihietk tes 
felf to Jefus Chrifl, in my behalf. To whom with the Fa. 
ther and the Holy Ghoft,»be all glory and honour, for ever 
andever.” Amen. 


ed P P< Khe 


A PATTERN for CuRISTIAN WIVES. 


T. ‘Auguftine {peaking of his mother Monica faith, That 
fhe ferved her hufband as her Lord; and that fhe en. 
deavoured what fhe could, for the winning of him to the 
faith : that fhe patiently fuftained the injuries of the bed; 


and though Patriczus was of ahot and choleric temper, yet 


fhe never made refiftance to him in his anger, neither in word 
nor deed ; but fometimes, when the had an opportuniiy, in his 
calm humours, fhe would give him anaccount of what fhe had 
done, and the reafons for it. She would often gravely ad- 
monith other women for laying open the faults of their buf- 
bands, in familiar difcourfes with one another ; and let them 
know, that fhe had «a faculty beyond them, in efcaping 
{cratched faces and quarrels, under a hufband of a much 
rougher {pirit than theirs ; that it was never heard, or known 
by any fign, that Patriceus had ever beaten his wife, or 
Monica ever quarrelled with her hufband. Thus by her pa- 
tient, prudent behaviour, fhe at laft won him over to the 


faith. dug. Conf. 1. g. ¢. 9. 


POETRY. 





{ 465 j 


Poetry. 
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CurisTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


HEN pow’rful motives in the foul combines 
To teach our firm obediénce where to flowy 
Whene’er a friend can make a claim like thine, 
On what our love, or what our art can fhow; 
’Tis then the heart with fweet fubmiflion bows, 
And freely renders what its pow’r allows. 


I thank my honour’d friend, who has enjoin’d 
This proof of filial, unaffected love ; 
And thus attempt, in artlefs lays, to find 
A way, his fympathetic care to move ; 
Fain would I claim his aid to fet me right, 
And pity, equal to my wants, excite. 


Oft as I thoughtlefs rov’d the beaten way, 
And wildly trod the ever-treach’rous road, 
Mytelf the idol of the rifing day, 
Self-love the fource whence all my actions flow’d, 
Oft did the heart-felt tear o’erflow mine eye ; 
And al! {eem’d gloomy, though I knew not why. 


Scarce had ten years their hafty circles run, 
And infant joys difclos’d their gaudy ftore, 
Scarce had my foul the frantic feene begun, 
But all was tirefome that I priz’d before; . 
Sudden I ftopt t attend the heav’nly call, 
And only mourn’d my foul’s difcover’d fall. 
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Oft when my heart, all anxious and difmay’d, 
Full keenly felt the bitternefs of fin, 
Sought penfive fuccour in the lonely fhade, 
Or vainly ftrove to chafe the gloom within ; 
Ev’n then a beam from heav’n would intervene, 
And peace and joy were for a moment feen. 


But, O! how fhort relief from pungent pain ! 
The day when vanith’d left a double night; 

The gloom, but heighten’d, overfpread again, 
And all was dark, unfit for war or flight; 

Exhauftedftrength, and anguifh unredreft, 

I funk, all helplefs! on the Saviour’s breatt. 


In that glad hour, a gleam of radiant day 

Difpell’d my fears, and pour’d a ftream of light; 
Joy fill’d my heart! and forrow fled away ! 

The nights were peaceful, as the days were bright; 
Fearlefs of combats, or affliction’s blaft, 
I thought the bitternéfs of death was pa/ft. 


Since then my foul has many a fight endur’d, 
The toils of war, the cruel tempter’s art, 

The deadly wound of inbred fin uncur’d, 
The endlefs mazes of a treach’rous heart ; 

Unequal pafhions, an unconquer’d will, 

And all the latent labyrinths of ill. 


The world alfur’d ; too oft my heart purfu’d, 
And gaz’d, unwatchful of the lurking fnare ; 
Oft-times the frowns of heav’n my grief renew’d, 
Unbleft my foul, and uninfpir’d my pray’r ; 

I felt the toil, the agonizing ftrife, 
And all the confliéts of unfettled life. 


Suffice for me, if now the toil is o’er, 
If grace has now the certain victory gain’d ; 
I give the praife to that Almighty Pow’r, 
Who gave the conqueft, and with love fuftaia’d 
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The finking fpirits, and the feeble hand, 
Fearful to yield, though helplefs to withftand. 


*Tis now my foul begins the chriftian fight, 
Striving to live to GOD, fhe daily dies, 
Leaves every fhadow of terrene delight, 
And gives her aLL, a whole burnt-facrifice ; 
Though oft-times fears within, and war around, 
No pain difmays, when help in GOD is found. 


Not that the tempter has forgot his fkill, 
Or fails a moment, feeking to devour; 
But ever nigh the Lord of hofts I feel, 
For my defence to exercife his power ; 
Ev’n while I write, I find his guardian care, 
It keeps my heart, and anfwers ev'ry pray’r. 


Unworthy as I am, his love has giv’n 
Plenty, and friends, and fellowfhip of faints ; 
But of the bleilings I derive from heav’n 
(Except the love that quiets my complaints 
For none with equal gratitude I bend, 
As for my tender, much-refpected friend. 


With you I feel, with you I fmile, or weep; 
I feel your forrows, and I know your care ; 

An equal pace with yours my wifhes keep; 
And on my heart I all your burdens bear ; 

In joy or forrow I your fteps purfue, 

And think it happinefs to follow you. 


And mutt this friend, this crowning gift beftow'd, 
Be torn for ever from my wifhful fight ? 

The gratitude with which my bofom glow’d, 
‘l'h’ obedient love, the reverent delight, 

Mutt all the favours that I long have known, 

But edge the mem'ry of the moments flown. 
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But, what am I? a thoufand voices rife 
(And duteous children have a right to plead) 
«© Ah, why forget the firm, uniting ties ; 
« The word divine, which you our guide decreed ; 
_ & Parental love, the heaw’n-defcended flame, 
« And all that centreg in a father’s name? 


«¢ Giv’n to our pray’r, a little longer ftay, 
«* And blefs our eyes and hearts as heretofore; 
s¢ QO! never leave us, till the clofing day 
«¢ Forbids an added period to implore ; 
sé ‘Till lifesand labour in a moment ceafe ; 
«© When heav’n fhall fummon, then depart in peace,” 


Till then, my father, deign tothink on me, 
' And offer fervent faith’s effeétual pray’r ; 
And if I have an intereft found with thee, 
Indulgent King of Heav’n, my heart prepare, 
Infpire petitions for my guide and friend, 
Give him in thee the life that cannot end! 





A SHORT HYMN. 


1 Cor. xv. 44. It is fown a natural body, it is raifed a fia 


ritual body. 


BODY natural, by food 


And fleep fuftain’d, to death I give; | 


A body fpiritual, endued 
With nobler qualities, receive ; 


A stipe | ethereal frame, 

rom all material dregs refin’d, 
Compos’d of pure, angelic flame, 
And meet for my eternal mind. 





